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To the Chriſtian 


227 Hriſtian Reader, | 
SSref 4s it bath euer bin 
Meh the practice of 
WT wicked men to 
make their projperity an om 
ent of Gods fazour, reaſo- 
ning after this manner . Is it 
likely that I ſhould inioy ſo ma- 
ny bleſsings from God if my 
conuerſation were not pleaſing 
in his fieht, Fc. Not confi de- 


ea 


Eccl9.2 © 


Rom,9 © 2. 


To the Chriſtian 


ring that theſe common rifts 
are giuen alike both to. the: £0d- 
ly man and to the finer: And 
that Eſau though he was a man 
hated of God, yet enioyed the 
fatneſſe of the earth as well as| 
lacob: 

So the children of God be- 
holdiag the outward proſperity 
of the wicked, and their owne 
miſerable condition here inthrs 
life, haue hereby beene much 


troubled ; and hails beene mo- 


ued to call Gods Iuilgements 
into queſtion, how it could 
[tand with-bis Tuſtice that wic- | 
ked- men ſhould ſo abound in 
wealth' that Rebellioully 
tranſgrefle. This prooucd a 


| ſore temptation onto Dauid, 
| inſomuch that he confeſſed that 


Reader. 


his ſteps had wel-nigh ſlpr. 
And the |ame thing perplexed 
the Prophet Ieremie that hee 
was bold euen to reaſonthe caſe 
with Goa, ſaying; Wherefore 
doth the way of the wicked 
proſper, & why are they in 
wealth thar rebellioully 
tranſgreſſe? Many of God's 


ſeruants are not a little affec- 


ted herewith,not pnderſtading 


| the reaſon, how the Lord will 


not ſuffer his children in this 
lif? to goes conchaſtiſed for 
their finnes,but thereby brings 


them to a greater meaſure of 


humiliation: As for the wicked, 
AZ the 
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To the Chriſtian 


— 


the Prophet ; ajsigneth a rea- 
(on of their proſperity, namely 
tes, "Thar thou maieſt pull 
them ourlike beaſts for rhe 
ſlaughter, and preparethem 
for "the day : of Deſtructi- 
= Thc truth 1s moſt cleere- 
ly ſet downe inthe ſeauen and 
_ Plalme, a portion 
whereof I haue handled in 
the Sermon following, my de- 
fire herein 1s to comfort God's 
people, that noiwith handing 
their preſent condition may | | 
ſeeme zo bee miſerable, yet the | 
Lord doth euzr ppholde his in 
time of greateſt dangcr, and 
of this they ſhall be jure, that 
their later end (hal be peace. 
2 


] In 


— 


I wiſh thee comfort by it, and 
by all other holy helbes. And 
| /o remayne 


Thine in cuery 


Chriſtian office, 
Samuel Smith. 


Pritelewel, this 8. of 
April, 1619. 
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vieth for the penning of ir. Ir 


Marke the pricht Man, 
and behold the inſt * the latter 
end of that man ſhall be peace. 


ARP AR He Author of this 
P A; Scripture, as all 
#& other the Scrip- 
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> tures of God,is the 
&oIr_-* Spiritof God: ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle; 
All Scripture is gigen by inſpirg- 
tion of God, and zs profitable for 
Dottrine, for reproofe, for correc- 
tron, for Inſtruction in righteouſ- 
veſſe, that the man of God may be 
perfect in all good workes, The | 
Inſtrument thar the holy Ghoſt 


PSALM. 37. 37s | 


2. Tim.z, 


ſeemes 
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Noahs Doxe. 
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ſeemes coberhe Prophet Danid, 
| Aprincely Prophet of the Lord, 
and that Swzer ſinger of Iſrael, 
The argument of the Pſalme 
isan Exhortation vnto all Gods 
people, that are ready many, 
times to be grieucd at the prol- 
perity of the wicked, and atthe 
afflitions of the godly. For 
men are but men, & haue their 
infirmirtes, a thing not to bee 
wondred at« For as 1ob ſaith, Be- 
holde hee found #0 Redfaſtneſſe i in 
his ſeruants, and lays folly p07 
his Angels; How much more in 
them that awell in heaſes of clay. 
And amonelſt many other infir- 
mities that the godly are ſubie& 
vato here in this life, this is nor 
the leaſt ,rhat they prudge and 
repine at ' the proſperity of the 
wicked, whom they findeto be 
| free from eroubles, and as for 
outward proſperity, to floriſh 


like | 


enemas 


Noahs Doue. 
lcke a greene Bay tree, which 
makes the godly ro thinke that 
they have cleanſed 7hezy heart in 
vaize. Now againſt theſe af- 
{ſaults and temptations, Gods 
ſpirit doth fence vs & ſtregthen 
vs in this P/alme, giuing vsto | 
| vaderſtand, that howſocuer the 
| wicked haue here abundance of 
proſperity for a time, it is but for 
a time. For hee ſheweth that all | 
enill doers ſhall bee cut off, and af- 
tera ſhort time ſhall zo where be 
found, How proſperoully ſoy 
euer the wicked may liue for a 
time, hee affirmes thar their fe- 
licity is but vaine & tranſitory : 
tor being in their {innes and not 
in Gods fauour, in the endeare 
{ure to bee deſtroyed with the 
reſt of Gods enemies. And on 
the contrary part, how miſera- 
ble ſocuer the eſtate and condi- 
tion of the godly ſeemes to bee 

in | 
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Parts of 
the Pſalm, 


7 


| 
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Noahs Dogxe. 


in this world, yet being in Gods | 
fauour, their end ſhall be peace. 


The Pſalme aituides it ſelfe 
znto three parts. 


Firſt, an Exhorration to the 
weake, that they bee not gric- 
ued, nor diſquiert themſclues at 
the proſpericy of the wicked; 
and the affliftion of the godly; 
and this js layd downe from the 
firſt verſe to the 7. verſe. 

Secondly, hee ſheweth that 
how proſperouſly ſocuer the 
wicked doe live for atime, yet 
their preſent felicity is vaine & 
tranſitory and ſuddenly ſhall 
come toan end. From the ſea- 
uenth verſe to the eleventh. 

Thirdly, he ſheweth that how 
miſerable ſocuer the godly ſeem 
tolivein this world, yet (hall 
ſtill be preſerued, and their evd 
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XN. #4hs Doge. 


ſhall bepedce, To the endof the 


Pſalme. 

The verſe wee haue in hand 
containes In it matter of exhor- | 
tation, that we diligently marke | 
and behold the vpright man, the 
man that is godly religious, 
makes conſcience of holy du- 
ties, & that in allthings labours 
to keepe acleere conſcience before 
God and all men, that howſoecuer 


this man be exerciſed with ſore 


afflictio, vndergoes niuch hard- 
ſhip at the hands of others, bee 
neglecedor little regarded,yet 
the later end of that man ſhall bee 


Peacee 
The verſe hath in it twoparts. 


Firſt, the marter of obſeruation, 
who is itthe Holy Ghoſt would 
haue vs to take ſuch notice of, 
notthe Noble, the Rich, or the 
Mighty, 
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Noadhs Dore. 


Mighty,but the /pright and 1uſf 
#141. 

Secondly, rhe end wherefore 
we ſhould ſo diligently obſerue 
him, namely, that wee mightbe 
incouraged in wel-doing, and 
notdiſcouraged vnder our pre- 
ſent affli&ions, ſince hee is ture 
ro haue peace at /aſt. 

In the firſt of theſe which is 
the matter of obſcruation, I ob- 
ſerue two things. 

Firſt, the note of attention, 


marke Rely behold. 


Secondly, the perſon ro bee 
obſerued, the vprizht and 7zt 
man. 

Firſt, rhe Holy Ghoſt ſcekerh 
to awaken our eyes, which na- 
rurally are very drowfie to be- 


hold any rhing that is good, and 


| to Prepare our hearts, which are 
firſtrobe ſought vp, before wee 
can goc abour Gods buſineſſes. 
arke | 


| which Almighty 


——_—_— 


Noahs Doxc. 


eMarke and behelde, theſe 
words of attention makeknown 
ynto vs that there is ſome wajgh- 
ric matrec within this Text, 
God would 
haue vs well ro coſider of. For fo 
indeed in the ſacred Scripture, 
theſe two words marke and be- 


hold , are euer vied vpon extra- 


ordinarie occafions. 

Now this ſerues ro putvs in 
minde of our owne dulneſle and 
backwardneſic to good duries, 


that wee thus ſtand in neede of 


ſuch prouocartions to put vs in 
minde of rhe ſame precepr vp- 
on precept, andJine vpon line, 
and all :06 little ro provokevs 
to good duties. If our hearts 
be duly poſſeſt with diuine con- 
remplation,a man can neuer caſt 
his eyes amiſſe , whether wee 
looke to the heauens aboue, or 
tothe carth belowe, or vpon 


what | 


| 
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2. The 


perſon, 


DeF.n. 


ling with 

men mui} 
be ob{cr- 
ued, 


| Noahs Done. 


ſider what is Gods manner of 


Gods dea- | | 
| maner to obſerue what is Gods 


=Q 
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vhar creature ſoeuer, hill wee 
haue Gods Phyloſophy Le&ure 
read vnto vs in the Creature, to 
reach man his dutic towards his 
Creator. | | 

But amongſt all other crea- 
tures wharſoeuer,the Lord ſends 
v3 to beholde man ro this ende, 
that wee ſhould warke and cor- 


dealing rowardes the ſonnes of 
men, both in his puniſhing of 
the wicked, and rewarding the 
godly ; Marke the oprizht mais. 

The Do&crine js, thar euery 
Chriſtia mi is bot in a ſpecial 


dealing with men, both with 
the godly and withthe wicked, 
as well thoſe thar arerecorded 
in Gods Booke,as thoſe rhar we 
haue knowne in our owne expe- 
rience: and that to tizis ende, 


| 


that wee might bee incouraged | 
in| 


I 


| 
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| Noahs Doue. 


{ in the wayes of podlineſſe by 
| the examples of the godly, the 
| Lord highly honouring them 

with a bleſſed memory vpon 
earth, and crowne of glory in 
heauven. As alſo diſcouraged 


ludgements inflited vpon fin- 
ners: how the name ofthe wic- 


ked doth rot, and how the Lord 


| wrath, and indignation, vpon 
fey, We mult not be ſ{cnce- 


| lefſe of Gods dealings in the 


world, bur duely to record his 
not onely ro ſee and behold the 


out for ſpeQacles and examples 
to vs, that we ſhould rake heede 
of fach fins which procure ſuch 
iudgements. And to this ende 
| wee ſee in the Scriptures the 


in committing of finne, when | 
| we ſhall conſider Gods fearcful | 


| doth pay and repay Indgement, | 


| workes and dealings with men, | 
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ſeucrity of God towards others, | 


{ ; B Lordi 
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Noahs Done. 
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Lord hath hung vp in chaines,as 
, It were, divers wicked men, not | 
| for others to gaſe vpon them, 


| butrobe warned by them, For 


——— 


worm 


| murtherers Cazne is bung vp: For 


all prophane perſons E/as is 
made an example: For traytors 
Iadas : For all Apoſtates Lots 
wife: And ſo the Apoſtle /aude 
relleth vs that S9dom and Gomor- 
74h, and the Cities about them, 
which the Lord deſtroyed for. 
following ſtrange fleſh, were 
and are ſer foorth for a warning 
and example to all filthie and 
beaſtly minded men. The like 
may be ſayd of 1ſnmzacl, Gehexz, 
Abſalom, Saul, C4chan, and the 
like. 

And as weare to obſerne the 
wicked, ſo eſpecially ro mzarke 
and bcholde the godly, their 
godly life, their 1ober conuer- 
ſation,and their careand conſci- 

ence | 
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| | Noahs Dogc. 
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enceto walke with God. in obe- 
dience to hts commancdeiments, 
their admirable faith, wonder- 
full patience, meckeneſlc, rem- 
| perance,&c. Theſethings muſt 
be obſeru'd by vs,thart fo we may 
| by their examples be incoraged 
in the waites of well doing, & in 
| them way ſce that onr labour 
' ſhal notbe in yaine inthe Lord: 
and to ris end the hoiy Scerip- 
' tures ſets out vnto vs a Cata- 
 logue of very memorabie cxam- 
| ples of acedes of Gods worthy 
 feruarits; yoo haue heard of rhe 
| patience of Tob faich limes : and 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrowes 
there are djuerſeremembredvn- 
'rovs, that were famouzed in 
their times for their faith, & ill ; 
 remaine in a bleſied memory in 
| Gods Church, and fo ſhall re: 
; maine for euer. And fo likewiſe : 
to take notice of the graces of 
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lame, 
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Reaf. 1. 
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Noabs Done. 


- God in his ſcruants that remain 


with vs, bcholde their lives, and 
behold their ends, a5 an tncou- 
ragementvnto vs 1n walking in 
their pathes , Howſoener the 


godly are afflifted heere for a 
rime, the latter end of that man 


[hall be peace. 


Tcometothe reaſons of the 
Doctrine. 


Firft, concerning the obſer- 
vation of the wicked, eſpecially 
of the godly : This may be one 
principall reaſon why wce muſt 
marke them well, for the manner 
of their life, and for the manner 
of their deathes ; becauſe God 


i5nort mutable and changeable, 


but euer the ſame without any 
ſhadow of change. As the Lord 
heretofore and caily doth bring 
ſhame and confuſion vpon the 

heads 
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| R oahs Doxe. 


| heades of wicked men, and ſo 


makes them examples vnto 0- 
thers, ſo will the Lord deale 
with vs if wee treade in their 
pathes: the ſame judgements of 
God that ouer-cooke other ſin- 
ners, ſhall in the ende ouercake 


thee ifthou walk in th er wales. | 


S-:-{t thou a man that hath been 
a graceleſſe wrerch, a horrible 
ſwearcr, an vncleanc perſon, a 
prophane perſon or the like: 
hath che Lord followed ſuch 
with his Indgements, as their 
life hath beene without grace, 
ſo their deathes haue been with- 
out comfort, behold in them thy 
owne condition,remember that 
God is iuſt, the ſame iudge- 
ments waite vpon the ſame {in- 
ners. 

So eſpecially as my Text faith 
concerning the godly, Marke 
well therighteons, and behold the 


i 3 3 inſt. 
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inf}. Beholac their life, and be. | 


helde thcir deati, if hei r lines 
haue beene reiigious, though 


| accompanied with many out- 


| ward affii tions, their deathes 


5ine nener wanted comfort: 
The end of that man ſhall be peace. 


| And lerthe ſame incourage thee 
| in well doing, becauſe Godis 


not mutable, hee changeth nor, 


In cuery nation hee that feareth 


Goa and worketh rizhteouſnes is 
accepted of him: follow ſuch in 
their life, thou ſhalt nor miſſe 
of their comfort in thy death, 


grace in lite and peace in death, 


Secondly by theſe are the men 
that God delights in,thelefearc 
| him, theſe honour his Name, 
| theſe have learned firſt to ſeeke 


the kiagdome of God and the 


— = ——_ — —— — PRE 


righteouſneſſe thereof, theſe do 
nor diſgrace the Goſpell and 


| holy profeſizon of Chriſt, and 


there- | 


— 


Noahs Dexe. | 
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————— 


therefore marke well theſe men, 

Thirdly, it may be fayd of the 
godly as it was fayo of Dauzd, 
that they are me efter Gods own | 
heart, theſe are they that have | 
earned 19 deny vngodlineſſe, 

and wo;le'v Juſt, and live fo- 
wark and witly in this preſent. 
world: In « worde, theſe are the. 
beſt tareſmen, theſe vphoide a 
kingdume, bring ableſſing to. 
the rowne & coun:irey wherein 
they live, Theſe God doth ten- 
derasthe apple ot his eye, theſe 
are as neere to himas the ſigner 
of his right hand, whom hee 
daily follows with his bleſſings, | 
and will neuer leave them ill 
they havethe ful fruition of him 
in glory, and therefore marke 
theſe mens 

1 come to the ſes of the 
Dottrine. 
Firft, it ſerues for matter of 
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Noahs Doxe. 


reproofe vnro thoſe that in rea- 
ding the ſtories of Gods iudge- 
ments vpon others inthe Booke 
of God, and obſcruing rhe like 
daily in their owne experience, 
make not this vſc of them to. 
make them beware : many won- 
der art them that they had no 
becrer grace, but alas they doe 
not hecreby take occaſion to 
teare Gods iudgements, to ap- | 
ply them to themlelues,8 to ſay 
in their hearts, this example is 
ſer outto warne me and to teach 
mee, thar if I commir the ſame 
ſinne God is iuſt ſtill, I ſhall bee | 
ſure 10 partake of the ſame pu- 
niſhmenr, and foto breake off 


| their finnes by repentance. Bur 


alas, though wee ſee and heare 
daily of neuer ſo many fearcfull 
examples of Gods judgements 
againſt {i finne and ſinners, where 
is rhe man that ſaith, alas, what 


F XN vahs Done. | _ 


have 1 done? tor tacre are many 
from markine Gods dealing | 
with others. 

Secondly,this miniſters matr- | Y7e 2. 
ter of infiru&:0 vnto all,that we | 
marke well the vpright : Itis the 
counſel! the Holy Ghoſt eiues 
vnto vs heere., followe them as 
they haue followed God, bee 
carefull roimitate their vertnes 
ſo ſhalt thou bee ſure ro pertake 
of thcir praiſe : Our /abour ſhall 
got be in vaine inthe Lord, He is | 
« plentifull rewarder of them that. 

ecke him. And euer remember | | 
that God is vnchangeable,true, } 
hee that ſtood by them and car- | 
| ried them out through all their | 
| niſeries and affliions, will bee. 
: as ſtrong in thee if thou be care- 


| full ro walke with him as they 
| haue done, | 


Heb.Ite 
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Marke the vprignt man, 
and behold the tuſt. 


The next thing wee are here 
to rake notice of, is the deſcrip- 
tion of a godly man, or that 
man that eſpecially is to be mar- 
ked, hee is an vprizit man, and 


a zeſt man, 


Theſe titles wee ſee are fre- 
quent & often vſed inthe Scrip- 
tures, and the Lord doth honor 
his ſervants with them, whence 
weare taught this inſtruction. 

That Gods ſeryants in this 
life may atraine vnto that mea- 
ſure of grace and ſancication, 
as that they may truely be called 
vpright and zaſt men. Thus doth 
the Lord commend 7b to bee 
an vpright and zuſt mas: It was 
the comendations of Zacberze, 
Cornelins,8& diuerie others men- 
tioned in the Scripture, 


Po —  G— ... 


Noahs Dore. 


VWhich Do&rine inceed de- 
ſcrues to bee vrged and preſlicd 
to ſtop the movuthes of thoſe 
that are ever Ciſgracing Gods 


| people with their taunts, Oh 


you are holy, you are an wpright 
”:4n, you are a 7uſt man : bur 
herein they deſpiſe not man ut 
God, who hath holincfle if his 


ſeruants, without which no man 


fall fee God, Bur 1t I ſhould 


ſtand vpon this point I ſhould 
bereaue you of ſome other in- 
ſtruction more fitter for this 
preſent occaſion,which I would 
wiliingly impart vnto you. 


And ſo Icometothe ſecond part 


of the verſe. 


The later end of that man 
ſhall be peace. 
Theſe words containe in the 
the reaſon why we ſhold ſo dilli- 
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gently obſerve the vpright man, 
The later end of that man ſhall be 
eacee 

Out of this Reaſon I obſerue 
ewo things. 

Firſt, the ſpeciall rime of re- 
freſhing, God will take care of 
the godly ar all times,yea thogh 
the Lord doe ſuffer them to he 
vnder affliction for a time, hee 
isnot then vnmindfull of them: 
But their later end ſhall haue a 
double rewarde. 

Secondly, | note theblefling 
it ſelfe, which ſhal be conferred 
vponthem, itis pegce, the grea- 
reſt bleſſing,and that which go- 
eth beyond all other bleſſings, 
for it paſleth all vnderſtanding. 


The Latter end of that man 
ſhall be peace, 


The Prophet hauing before 


exhor» 
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exhorted vs to »warke and b: hold 


the life of the 2pright man and 


iuſt man, comes now to ſhewe 


| wherein hee is happy aboue o- 


thers, hee ſhall hage peace. Pace 
is promiſed vnto him fr6 God, 
asaiuſt recompence of his vp- 
rightneſle and faſtneſle : this he 
ſhall bee ſure of, Sathan, the 
world,nor his owne corruption 
ſhall never be able to rake it fr6 


him, iris an inſeparable compa- 


nion of grace and vertue, haue 
thou grace,thou ſhaltbe ſure of 


peace, Bur marke heere, it is 


at their /after end : they are not 
ſure of ir ar allrimes, no,no, 
Gods ſeruants are heere in a 


wartare, theyareto fight againſt } 


the Diuell, and a world of wic- 
ked men, and as our Sauiour 


 teacheth, 7» the wcrld you muſt 


han” tribulation, but The /atter 
end ſhall be peace, 


The 


loh.t 6.23 o 


Deft.2. 


haue ma- 
ny trou- 
| bles. 
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The Doctrine is, 


Thar good men,yea the dea- 


in this lifc ſhajl bane rroubles, & 
ſoreatf} tions, which they bear 
ſo much he more gricuons 
when on enery de the wicked 


| (hall abound 1a pleafure. This | 


was itthat ſotroubled David at 
this time, and betore hee won« 
dered ar the proſperity of the 


wicked, and on the contrary 


, Part was much caft down to ſee 


' whar a loace of atflitions lay 
; vponthe godly : butnowhe re- 
' couers himfelfe with the com- 
forr of this, that howſoeuer 
Gods people {uffer much for a 


time, it is but fora time, yea 2 | 


' ſhort, they ſhall bee ſure co 


; haue peace af /aff, And now hee 
| nath learned this tefton,and can 
| ' tcach it Others : That Dok how 


many 
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many will truely fearethe Lord, 
that carefully will endeauour to 
walke in Gods commande- 


they ſhall have croſles and trou- 
' bles, ſo true is that of the A- 
| poſtle, That all that will lint god- 
ly in Chriſt Ieſus muſt ſuffer per- 
| {ecution  Innumerable trenbles 
(ſaith Danid) haue compaſſed mee 
from my youth (may iſracl now 
ſay) they haue oftentim:s afflicted 
mee from my youth, but they conld 
not preuaile agaznſi mee, I might 
inſtance this Do@rine by infit- 
nite examples, Abraham in cxile, 
ob on the dunghil, /oeph, inno- 
cent 7oſcph in the priſon as a 
| malefactor in an high degree, 
i Jereray in the ſtocks, Darrel in 
| the denve, the people of 1/rae1, 
euen the 1/rael of God in miſe- 
rable bondage vnder the Fe1pte- 


looke 
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f4ans: yOthat I conclude, thar 


| ments to the end of their dayes, | 


23 | 


AQ.14.22. 
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Reaf.1, 


ſome ſtrangethings were come v#- 


inthem many ſinnes, for ſinne is 


Noeahs Doxc. 


look how many of vs as intEd to 
be righteous, we muſt looke for 
aſfli&ions and troubles, yea and 
prepare our hearts thereunto, 
& not to bee diſmayed ar them 
when they fall vpon vs, as 
though ſome ſtrange thing had 
happened vato vs,according to 
that of the Apoſtle, Dearely be- 
loued,think it not ſtrange concer- 
ning the fiery tryall which is 4- 
mong ft you to prooue you,as thorgh 


t0 y04. But reioyce in as much as ye | 
are pertakers of Chriſts ſufferings, 
that when his glory ſhall appeare, 
ye may be glad and reiocye. 1 (hall 
notneede I hopein ſo evident 
a ruth to ſearch vp more. Serip- 
tures to proue it: The Keaions 
that follow will cleare the ſame 
Vnto VS. 


Firſt, becauſe the god!y have 


9 — 


the | 


—_—_———— RR" 


Noghs Dour. 


_ — —— ———  — -_ — 
——_— ———_—— _ — 


the general] and vniuerſal cauſe 
of all rronbles, for ſo reſtifierh 
the Prophet ſaying ; Har [affe- 
reth for his ſinne, let vs ſearch & 
try Our wates and tyrne wnto the 
Lord. Sothen inas much as all 


net his Cemmandements, no 
maruaile though the Lord doe 
viſit our iniquities with his rod, 
| and our finnes with ſcourges. 
Secondly, becanſe the godly 
have many graces, for as God | 
| doth beſftowe vpon his ſeruants 
; more gifts & graces then vpon | 
' all rhe worlde beſides, fo will | 
the Lord hauethe ſame to ap- 
; Pearce 1n his ſeruants to the praiſe 
| ; of his grace. They muſt be beat 
like ſpice in a motter that they 
| may ſauour rhe better, and cuer 


haue ſinned ; all are lyable to } 
chaſtiſements & & afflictions, rhe | 
juſt puniſhment of finne, and if | 
wee breake his Satutes and keep | 
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according. to our ſtrength, the | 
Lord doth ever proportion our 
tryals, but I hauc handled this 
elſewhere. 

The conſideration of this is 
for excellent vie vnto the godly, 
ro comfort them inthe midſt of | 
all cheirrroubles andafflitions | 
here, thar they doe not thereby 


| iudge of Gods fauour or dif- 


leaſure : for as Salomon teach- 
cth, Al things happen alike ts 
all, Ir is the condition of the 
godly as wel as the wicked, yea, | 
it is more infident co the pro- 
feſſors and profefiion of the 
Goſpell then to others. Such 
muſt not thinke the worſe of 
themſclues,burthe better,onely 
they are to labour to make their 
calling and eleQion ſure, that 
hauing aſſurance of Gods fa- 
uour in Iefus Chriſt, they may | 
thereby haue their atfliions 
ſanQRi- 
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ſandified vnto them. 
Secondly, this may ſerue to 


comfort the f1inr-hearred, that 


are toſſed with the waucs of ma- 
ny troubles heere if ſearching 


their hearts they can finde their 


vprightneſſe, and trying their 
owne walcs they prooue to bee 


righteous , there is not that. 


cauſe of ſorrow or diſcontent to 
that man to thinke his ſtate ey- 
ther deſperate or irrecouerable. 
If croubles were alwaies an ar- 
gument of Gods diſpleaſure, 


who then were fure of Gods fa- |. 


vour; The Lord doth as ſure 
prouide his children corre&ion 
as food, and hee that is without 
chaſtiſement is a baſtard & not 


a ſonne. Lerno man then ſay in 
proſperity, I (hall neuer beere- 
mooued : God hath his quiyer | 


tull ofarrowes to ſhoot abroad. 


Neither letany in aduerſity ſay, |. 
. aq 
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ercareſt 


God, 


| Obie, 


Eccl.9.z 


Peace the 


blefving of 
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I (hall neuer bee reſtored, For 
the Lord raketh no pleaſure in 
afflicting his fervants, whenſo- 
euer the Lord chaſtifeth his, he 
fees there is great neceſſity of 
the rod, yetin the middeſt of 
indgement the Lord remem- 
brech mercy, & howſocuer ſor- | 
row may indure for a night,ioy 
commeth in the morning, Therr 


| latter end ſpall be peace. 


The lattey end of that man 
ſhall be peace, 


The Second thing wee-re to 
take notice of, is the bleſſing it 
ſelte, which ſhall bee conferred 
vpon them, it is peace, the grea- 
telt bleſſing. 

Ob.But ſhalnot the /ater end of 
e{lmenbealike? doth not Seloms 
ſay, There is one endtothe righte- 
ons ana the wicked, to the cleane 
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endwncleane, ts bim that ſacrife- 


| ceph and to him that ſecrificeth 
| net, the end is all alike: why then 
| ſhall the /eter end of the upright 


{| bewmarked moreths other mens? 


Anſe 1 anſwere that their Ja- 
terend is all al.ke for rhe matter 
of their death, that is, all doe 
die: Butitisnot all one for the 
manner of their death, for all 
ſhall nordic in peace, but as my 
Text ſaith; Marke the wpriett 


| 9148 aud beholde the tuft, for the 


later end of that man ſhal be pecce. 
So then the inſtruction we are 
to take notice of hence, is, 
Thar the godly onely at their 
lates end haue peace, ſo that wee 
haue heere to conſider what is 
the condition of all men in 
death: all die, bur all have nor 
peace in their deathes, The later 
end of the inſt ſhall bee peace. But 
as for the wicked , Eſa. 48.22. 


| 


C3 


There | 


Avle 


Deft 4. 
Onely the 
godiy hate 
peace at 


laſt, 


Lb 


| F.cul.74.12 


C2444 f 


- 


| 
) 
. 
5 


| ly, the Holy Ghoſt doth heere 
aſſure them of peace, & that pre- 


—— 


' thers in peace, And of 1/aac his | 
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There is no peace to the wicked 
Jaith my God. 

I deſire briefly to ſpcake of 
both of theſe. 


And firſt concerning the god- 


ſently vpon their going hence 
they arc happy, Bleſſed are the 
dead that ate in the Lord, ' from 
thenceforth they reſt from their 
[sConrs. This appeares in Abra- 
ham to whogn it was promiſed 
thac hee ſhould goe vnrto his fa- 


ſonne ir1s ſayd, That he gaue vp 
the ghoſt and died peaceably,be- 
ing old & full of dayes: Thelike 
ray bee fayd of Jacob, of Ioſeph, 
of 1oſwah, Moſes, Dauid, and it 
is truc of all Gods ſeruants, that 
their latter end is peace. An ER- 
ellent place of Scripture wee | 
haveto this purpoſe by the Pro- 


 pher 
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| bis. That wretch could nor 
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phet Eſay; Hee ſhall enter into 
peace , and thy ſhall ref in their 
beds: Euery one that walketh be- 
fore him in his rightouſnes.It was 
Simeons dving ſong, Lord now 
letteſt thou thy ſeruant depart 7n 


peace according to thy word, This | 
| wee have confirmed by that we 


read of Lazarus, who was carri- 
ed immediately after his death 
into Abrahams boſom, in his life 
time a man little regarded,at his 


end the Angels are his ſeruants. | 


Yea the wicked themſelues haue 
confeſſed & ſhall acknowledge 
that the godly are bleſſed in 
their deaths, witnes that ſpeech ' 
of curſed Balaam, who deſired 
ro diethe death of the godly; 
Let mee die the death of the righ- 
feous, and let my laſt end bee like 


but acknowledge, that the. 
condition of the godly was 
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Luk. i6.33 
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lappy and bleſſed, howſoeuer 
their lines are full ofmiſery, and. 


they are toſſed from poſt to pil- 
|Jar, as the /raelites in the wil. 


dernefle,yertin their deaths they | 
had peace. I willnot ſpend much. 
time herein, I kope our iudge- 
ments are ſufficiently conuin- 
zed concerning the truth ofthe 
Dottrine, I will briefly ſet 
downethe Reaſons. 

Firſt, the godly are ſure of 
pgeacearlaſt, in regard of the ac- 
compliſhmenr of Gods pro- 
miſe, who hath ſayg that peace 


ſhall come, that The ſhall reft ins 


their beds, eaery one that walketh 
before the Lord, which promiſe 
of his,the Lord hath ever made 
ood from time to time, vnto 
all the faithful), after all their la- 
bour and tcauailes giving them 
reſt, and from their troubles and 
afflictions, in the ends tor giue 
them 


_— —_— CC tt... BD. 


| 


Ts 


| 


| 


i ——_—_— O_o _y 


ce A Eun TO ElllErete PPP Oe  ACCIONGSRTFRGAE CR CCTS 


l— 


i—__ 4 


FE N oahs Dogs. 


CLECCEY 


them peace, his promiſe requi- 
reth it. 

Secondly, rhe goaly haue 
peace with God, with whom 
they are reconciled by Chriſt, 
whichis their peace: This peace 
the godly haue in this life ine 
midſt of their greateſt miſeries 
hecce, which ſerves to ſweeten : 


the Croſle, and ro ſupportthem 


vnder the burthen of their afflic- 
tions. And therefore the Lord 
giuing them the earneſt of their 
inhericance, and the firſt truits 
of the Spirit here: they muſt 
needs haue peace with God go- 
ing out of the worlde, who goe | 
toenioy God, who have ſuch 


peace inthe worlde where they 


are abſent from the Lord in their 
bodies. 


conſidered. 


Fitit of al), ſeeing Gods ſer- 
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uants doedie in peace, and that 
this (hall bee the portion they 
ſhall receiue from the Lord aft- 
terall their labours & trauailes 
peace at laſt. This may ſerue to 
reprooue rhoſerhat flatter their 
+ ſouies, and ſecure them- 
ſelues that they ſhall dic happi- 
ly,* though they haue neither 
c2renor conſcience to liuc ho- 
lily, faine would chey with Ba- 
[14m dic the death of ihe righte- 
ous, bur they will neaer yeelde 
conſent ro liuz the life of the 
| righteous : they would faine a& 
the parte of the godly in their 
death, that by no meanes care 
for their ſpirit in Jife. Oh how is 
theſe mens madnes to be mour- 
ned for,and their ignorance and 
obftinacy to bee pitticd, poore 
{oules they decciuc themſclues» 
This will neuer be, men cannot 
livelike ſinners and die like 


—— 


| 


Saints. | 


{ 
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Noahs Doe. 
Saints,T hey that ſow te the fliſh, 


| (þall of the fleſh reape corruption. 


Were it not macnefle in a 
man that after hee hath ſowed 
cockle and darnell in his fielde, 
at Harveſt time to thinke hee 
ſhall reape good wheate : eugy 
man would concemne this man 
of madnes & exterme folly. Oh 
my brethren Jetvs take heed we 
proue not ſuch fooles one day, 
Be not decetued God is not mocked, 
what/oeuer « man ſoweth , that 
ſhall hee reape. Doeſt thou goc 
on in thy {innes,in thy prophane 
courie of vncleaneneſle, drun- 
kennefſe, ſwearing, Sabaoth- 
breaking, &c. and yet thinkeſt 
to die in peace, this is altogether 
impoſſible. I will ſay to thee as 


| ſometimes /chs ſayd to the meſ- 


ſengers of Jehoram , what haſt 
thou to dee with peace, (0 long as 
che whoredomes of thy mother Ie- 

zabel 
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2abel remaine: So what | peace 
can there bee at thy death, ſo 


| oppreſſion remaine, it is grace 


' burchen of the day, the cuening 


long as rtny whoredomes re- 
maine, thy drunkenneſle, vſury, 


in life that hath the promiſe of 
Ate in death. 

The ſecond vſe is for matter 
of inſtruion vnto the Godly, 
that they bee not wearie of well 


| doing, for in due time they ſhall | 


reapaif they faint not. Ler not the 
godly bee diſcouraged in their 
worke in Gods vineyard, what 
though rhey beare the heate & 


commeth when they ſhall reſt, 
the Lords penny, this peace at 
laft will make amends for all, 
and then wee ſhall ſee and con- 
feſſe with the Apoſtle, that theſe 
light and momentary af fictions 
here, are not worthie of ſuch 4 re- 
compence of rewarde. Looke ſtill 
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to the end of web-doing, peace | raw.s.y. 
at [af, this ſhall be thy portion. | 
In the meane time doe as the 
' husband man doth, waite for 

| the pretious fruite, and have 

long patience. Thy labour ſhall 

not be invainein the Lord, af- 

' ter all the boyſterous ſtormes in 

this life, wreliling againſt ſinne, 
Sathan, and thy owne corrupti- i 
ons, hereis Gods promiſe gone 
out of his lips, that canno more 
fayle, then himſclfe ccaſe to be 
ue, Thos ſhalt haye peace at laſt. 

Thirdly,ſeeing the Lord hath | 3; 

promiſed peace vnto his ſeruants | 
at laſt, & that a good life brings 
with it evera good death: 
Hencewee learne what to con- 
cetue of thedeſpairing wordes | | 
cf Gods ſcruants in time of | 
tome {ore aſſault and temptari- | 
on, when the waters enter into | 
their ſoule, that God hath for- | 


| ſfaken | 
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ſaken them, and that he hath for- 
gotten to be gracious, that hee 
hath ſhut his louing kindneſſe 
in diſpleaſure, that God hath 
no mercy in ſtore for them ,and 
the like. Namely, thar theſe are; 
but words of diſtemper, not of 
reaſon & of judgement; for /! 
God caft away his people ? God for- 
bid, Such may be the nature of 
the diſcaic, that fuming vp into 
the braine may cauſe ſuch 2 di- 
ſtemper for the time preſent. 
Bur mans changeable tongue 
can never alter Gods decree, 
which is vnchangeable, he hath 
ſaydir, That the end of the wp. 
right and inſt man ſhall bee peace. 
at laſt, and who ſhall hinder it, 
ſhall Sathan lay any thing co the. 
charge of Gods choſen, when 
God doth iuſtifie any: no, no, 


wee aremorethen conquerours 


thorough him that loued vs, & | 
there-| 
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therefore let vs learne to iudge 
aright of our brethren in their 
deathes, and letnotour judges | 
ment bee weakened, or charity 
faile, when they are put to cry 
out as before ; but looke we vp- 
on their liues if they appeare | 
to haue beene godly and religi- | 
ous, and that they haue made | 
conſcience of holy duties: re- | 
| member we euer the Lords pro- | 
miſe, The latter cnd of that may | 


The laſt thing wee areto take 
notice of, from the authority of | 
this Scripture, is, that if peace 
bee promiſed of the Lord vio 
the wprieht & infl man, Theend 
of that man ſhall be peace, 

Then on the contrary, there | 
is peace tothe wicked, hoſeliues 
haue beene graceleſſe, their 
beene com- 
tortlefſe, what though the wic- 


Dett.s. 
Wicked 

men can 
haue no 

Peace In 
death, 
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ked flouriſh in this world, waxe 
olde and growe in wealth, what 
though: thetr houſes be peateable 
«nd without feare, andthe rod of 
God is not pon them : what 
though they ſpend their dayes 
in pleaſure, they ſhall ſuddenly 
to hell, ſaith Job; There 7s no 
Peace to the wicked ,{aith my God. 
The Doarine then will bee 
cleare. | 
That wicked men in death 
can haue no peace. Thoſe that 


| 10 care or conſcience to gette 


in the time of their life haue had | 


' grace into their ſoules, /wvhen 
ſickneſſe comes and death ap- 


| proacheth, muſt needs be voyd 
of all true comfort. Salomon hath 
excellent ſayings to proouec this 
Doarine; when a wicked man 
azeth (laith hee) his expetzation 
periſheth, & the hope of bis power 
(hall periſh. And Job hath a ſay- 
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ing to the ſame purpoſe, What 


| hope hath the hypocrite thowgh he | 


; hath heaped wp riches, when God 
| | caketh any his feale: meaning 
| thereby indced, that he hath no 
hai lefe him. Wi har toy then 

can be thete in a wicked mans 
| proſperity, what comfort can 
there bee in ſuch a peace, as hath 
ruine & deſtruction attending 
| vpon ft, What joy had Belſpat- 
' Zar In his banquer, when in the 

' midſt of his cups hee beheld the 

hand writing vpon the wall, 
_contayniag init the ſentence of 

his finall downfall: Z7s thoughts 


were troubled (ſaiththe Text) his 
| ( ons were looſcd, and his knees! 
' [r:0t one againſt another : his c5- | 
| pany couid not comfort him, | 
nor his dainty diſhcs refreſl: 
' him, whe his conſcience is vp; 

' marmes againſt him, The rich 

man in the Goipell was very | 


D Joytull: 


Dai. 7, 


Lu, 


_ 


lob.z7.3, 


— 
Me er ee. TR. ITY 


_ ' — —— _—_— — 


_ 
_ Ke CALIWO 


| 


72:42 | 


Noahs Doue. 


joyful! and gloried in his plen. 

tic, promiſed much peace to! 
his foule; but wee ſee how ſud. 

denly this glory of his is dam». 

| ped with this newes, Thrs night! 
they will fetch thy ſoul: from 
thee. No heauicr newes could 
come to him that had his porti- 
onin this life, then to tell him 
of fetching away his ſoule, I 
| might lay here before your eyes 
| a multitude of examples, Had 
| | Saul peace, had hab peace, had 
leſabel peace, had Indas peace: 

There is uo peace vnto the wic- 

ked. 

Take all the pleaſanteft deli- 
| cates that the earth may affoord, 
and offerthem to a condemned 
wretch going to execution, will 
| he glut himſelfe with chem, and 
fall to them with an hungry ap- 
petite ? No, no, hee will anſwer 
; thee, I can rake no delight in 
i | theſe, 
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| Noaks Done. 


cheſe chings, for Iperceiuethar 
preſent death waitcth for mee. 
So, euen ſo is it with a wicked 
man, and ſo ſhall itbewith him 
in the laſt dayes, though his 
barnes bee full, and his preſſes 
run ouer, though hee can num. 
ber his Oxen by thouſands, and 
his Sheepe by ten thouſands, 
theſe cannot adde one ior of 
comfort to his heauy heart, 
when death approacheth hee 
ſhall then finde no pleaſure in 
them: for rhen there remaines 
for him nothing bur a ſearcfull 
expectation of iudgement. This 
| ſhall bee the woeful eftate and 
condition of thofe that put from 
 thE the euill day,that will not be 
' acquainted with Gods wayes, 
their lives hauing' beene difſo- 
lute and fſinfull, their deathes 
ſhall be wretched and withour 
comforr. 
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Firſt, the wicked want peace 


——————— —_— 


SIM 


alone that muſt giue vs boldnes 
and comfort at chat day, For | 
thus runnes the promiſe, God /o 
loued the world, that whoſoezer 
beleeatth in him ſhould not periſh, 

| bt hawus life euerlaſting. But wic- 
ked men belecuenort m him, the 
word of God cannot worke 
vpon their harts, it is butas ſeed 
| caſtypon ſtony ground, as ap- 
| peares by the heardnes of their 
hearts,and therefore being with- 
out the couenant, no maruaile 
though they partake not ofthe 
prom:ſe. 

Secondly, the prerogatiues 
and priuileges of Gods people 
would bee much infringed, if 
there were no differece betwixt 


the wicked & the godly, if they 


EE 
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in death ,becauſe they want faith | 
in life, for j ir is faith, even faith | 


| 


were c| 


1 


| Noahs Doe, 
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were bur ſo bleſſed in their 


deathes, as taey ſeeme proſpe- 
rous in cheir life,then might the 


| godly ſay that they had cleanſed 


their hearts invaine. Burt now 
in that the hope of the wicked 
doth periſh, and in dearth they 
begin to partake of miſerie, 
whereas the godly after al their 


trials & trouble ſhall then have | 


peace, Herein ſtandeth the dit- 
ference betweene them. The 
wicked ſhall bee caſt away for his 
lewaneſſe : But the Righteons hath 
hope at 1 death. For the time 
of this life we ſee that common- 
ly wicked men, enioy their plea- 
ſure and are full, whereas Gods 
ſeruants are affli&ed and ſuffer 
want, and therefore the Iuſtice 
of God requireth that their con- 
ditions ſhould bee changed on 
both ſides. The pleaſurc of the 
one to bee turned into paine; 
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and the ſorrow of the other in- 
| ro comfort, for if there were not 
| a day of refreſhing vnto the, 


—_— 
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godly,of al men they were moſt 


| miſerable .* And if there were 
not a reckoning day reſerued for 
the wicked , : of 'all men they 
| were moſt happy. 


This ſerues firſt of all ro a- 
wake the Carnall man, which is 


| euer ſinging the ſweete dittic of 
peace vnto his Soule, that ſee- 
| meth to have madea league 


with death, & tobe ar an agrece- 
ment with the graue. Ah poore 


Soules, there is a day comming 


when the Lord wil diſannul this 
agreement, and this drunken 


peace ſhall beedifſolued, when 


death ſhall once lay vpon them 
his areſt, what will it auaile thee 
ro crye: Lord,Lord. Thou maiſt 
crieti]l chy tongue cleaue to the 
roofe of thy mouth, thou mayſt 


howle | 
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Fly Pons: 


howle vpon thy bed like a wolfe, 
and yet the Lord will ſtop his 
eares that hee will not heare thy 
crye, and that becauſe thou haſt 
diſpiſed inſtrution, and when 
the Lrod ſought vnto thee,and 
offered grace vnto thee, thou 
wouldeſt notneare him. There- 
fore his diſtriburiue Iuſticere- 
quirerh,that thou ſhouldeſ} crie 
and call vnto tne Lord and hee 
ſhall not anſwere thee. This is 
a2 moſt fearefull condition thus 


: to be forſaken of the Lord : ef- 


pecially whe in time of diſtreſſe, 
che poore ſoule (hall ſecke for 
cotort. This is Gods iuſt iudge- 


| ment for the contempt of grace 


before offered vnto him. 


Oh the miſerie ofthis poore | 


creature, that is ſo payned that 


hee eannotliue: ſo vnprepared 


that he dare not die : that goes 


to bed but cannot ſleepe : that 
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taſts his mcat abut wil not down : 
that ſliifts bis xoome bur nor 
iis painc: & as for death which 
| hath alrcady ſeazcd vpon him, 


— 


i his conſcience rels him he is al: 


together vnprepared for. 

This is the condition, & theſe 
willbethe outcries of thoſe thar 
will got i time bee warned, to 
leck to worke qur their prace be- 
times in their life time, before it 


be roo Jatc,and their conſcience | 


(hall rel] them. Tacre is no peace. 

Bur eſpccially are they here 
to be reproued,thar liye in hope 
that the titne 4 their gearh will 
beget hope: They knowe that 
they hauc deene vile wretched 
and dejperate finners, withour 
grace and gwodnelle, and that 
they hauc trom time co time dif- 


| piled Gods patience and long 


ſuffering, that ſhould have led 
them to repentance , vnto all 


MAanncr. 
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manner of licentious lining : 
this they knowe, and that they 
have preſumptuouſly, euen a- 
gainſt knowledge & conſcience 
refiſked the Lord , hardning 
cheir owne hearts againſt his or- 
dinance: this they knowe.. Yer 
they rruſt, they ſay ar laſt,to haue 
repentaiice for al,& ſo be ſaued: 
Their own coſcience telleth the 
that theix eſtate is damnable, & 
\*1alif the Lord ſhouldar this 
inſtance of time call them to 
| accotir, they muſt needs periſh, 
yer poore Soules they preſume 
of repentance at the laſt. Bur 
poore Soules, how can fuch 
as hane ſpent their dayes in the 
teruice of fin and Sathan,thinke 
that death will prooue ſo good 


Robbers and ſuch like offenders 


end they may recciue honor or 
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vnto them, Are Theeues and | 
| | 
dound ouerto the 4//zſes,to the 


ſhame? | 
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ſhametto be pur into the Com- | 
| miſſion and taken vp to the 
bench, or not rather to receiue 
| Iudgement and tobee executed | 
according to their demerits.Oh 
take heede thou deceive not 
| thine owne ſoule herein : Many 
thouſands are now in hell, and 
there ſhal ſuffer the paines of the 
damned for euer more,that had |* 
theſe purpoſas to haue cryed 
| God mercy at laſt, Remem- 
ber this when I am gone, that it | 
is gracein this life, that brings 
eaceat laſt. Y 
I knowe the Deuill will ſtill 
perſwade vsto play with our 
fins, but inthe meanetime our 
ſins will not play with vs, we run 
dayly into Gods ſcore, and the 
greater our debts,the deeper re- 
| pentanceatlaſh, 
| If Moſes had nor ſlaine the 
Eziptian,the poore Ebrewe muſt 
| E-1 haue 
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; haue periſhed. Saul favoured 


the life of exe, butircoſthim 
his owne life. It thoſe fiue wic- 


ſtroied,before the /ewes had ſea- 
ted themſeclues in the Land of 
Canaan, where had beene their 
peace? Seeing then that the caſe 
is ſo dangerous, let cAMzag bee 
llaine,the Canarits calt out,and 
the Egiprzan put to death, 1 
mean let vs kill our ſinnes, and 
break off our iniquities by repe- 


| tance, that ſo wee may procure 


Our peace, doubtlefle then ſhall 
wee poſleſle our foules in peace 
while we live heere,and end our 
daycs in peace. Which the Lord 
grant vnto vsall for his Chriſts 
fake, Amer. 
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ked Nations had not beene de-. 
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